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The Cancer Institute NSW is Australia’s first state-wide government-supported cancer control agency. Our vision is to lessen the impact of cancer in NSW and we are focused on taking a collaborative approach to improving outcomes in cancer diagnosis, treatment, care and ultimately, survival. 

Currently, the Cancer Institute NSW is working on delivering the NSW Cancer Plan 2011-2015, the NSW Government strategy that sets the platform for programs and campaigns aimed at lessening the impact of cancer across NSW over the next five years. 

The goals of the NSW Cancer Plan 2011-2015 are to:
1. Reduce the incidence of cancer
2. Improve the survival of people with cancer
3. Improve the quality of life of people with cancer and their carers

A key cross-cutting issue in the NSW Cancer Plan 2011-2015, is to Improve Cancer Outcomes For Aboriginal People[footnoteRef:1].   [1:  Cancer Plan 2011-2015 page 25 - 26] 


The Cancer Institute NSW is seeking Expressions of Interest from both Aboriginal Non Government Organisations (NGOs) and Local Health Districts (in partnership with ACCHS) within NSW to provide innovative one-off programs for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People. 

[bookmark: _Toc312316984]Reasons for the Program

The Cancer Institute NSW has identified that Aboriginal people and communities need to be supported and encouraged in dealing with cancer. During 1999-2007, 1,229 Aboriginal people were recorded as dying from cancer. The mean annual all-cancer mortality (excluding non-melanoma skin cancers) in NSW Aboriginal people were estimated to 66% higher than in non-Aboriginal people[footnoteRef:2].   [2:  Cancer in NSW Aboriginal People: Incidence, Mortality and Survival, CINSW, page 30] 


Broadly Aboriginal people have established innovative approaches in various types of health service delivery for many years. The prevalence of cancer for Aboriginal people is concerning and the Aboriginal innovative grants program will enhance innovation approaches in the prevention, detection and treatment of cancer for Aboriginal people. 

Under this program, two types of projects will be identified:
1. Projects designed to implement innovative programs to improve the communication between existing primary care and specialist cancer services and Aboriginal people, communities or services, or 
2. Projects that further build and extend the reach of existing Aboriginal cancer awareness and treatment improvement projects programs.

It is anticipated the Aboriginal Innovative Grants Program will allow the application of locally developed innovative models / strategies to other settings where appropriate. 

The milestones for the Aboriginal Innovative Grants Program are as follows:
· 27 February 2012 – Call for Expressions of Interest
· 9 April 2012 – Close of applications
· 18 April 2012 – Review of applications
· 26 April 2012 – Notification of successful applicants

[bookmark: _Toc312316985]Objectives

The main objectives for the Aboriginal Innovative Grants program are to: 
· Emphasise the focus of the Cancer Institute NSW and the NSW Cancer Plan 2011 - 2015 in the role of Aboriginal health care in cancer control; 
· Improve cancer outcomes for Aboriginal people and communities in NSW; 
· Enhance communication between Aboriginal health services and specialist cancer care services;
· Increase awareness and access to early detection, prevention and screening for Aboriginal people; 
· Build relationships and partnerships between Aboriginal people and communities, specialist cancer care services and the Cancer Institute NSW;
· Enhance the role of Aboriginal people in cancer control. 

[bookmark: _Toc312316986]Scope of the Project

The Expression of Interest will be used to identify organisations to undertake a project to improve collaboration and communication between primary care and specialist cancer care services. 

The Expression of Interest provides the opportunity for organisations and/or collaborative partnerships to either:
· Design and implement innovative projects to improve the collaboration and communication between cancer services and Aboriginal health services; or
· Enhance or extend the reach of Aboriginal community cancer outcomes improvement projects that are already underway or have been implemented. 

Further these projects must be:
· An innovative project aimed at improving cancer prevention, awareness and cancer treatment outcomes for Aboriginal people 
· The development or second phasing of existing programs to contribute to the development of the project into a transferable project that directly assists Aboriginal people to access cancer related services in an Aboriginal culturally appropriate manner. 
· An Innovative partnerships project with the ACCHS that is planned or is currently being implemented to assist Aboriginal people in their journey through the cancer system. 
· A proposed activity or resources to be developed for Cancer awareness raising, support and/ or screening (minor grant for ACCHS/ AMS for a localised cancer project).
· A proposed activity or resources to be developed for Cancer awareness raising, support and/ or screening (minor grant for Aboriginal NGO for a localised cancer project). 

Examples are (not limited to):
· The development of a local Aboriginal support group. 
· Development and piloting of strategies to enhance connections and collaboration between specialist cancer care services and Aboriginal health care systems.



[bookmark: _Toc312316988]Funding

There are three grants of up to $50,000 plus GST and two minor grants of up to $25,000 plus GST available under this Aboriginal innovative cancer projects in this grants program. Grants are for up to a twelve month period.

The funds must be spent for the primary purpose of achieving the objectives of the Aboriginal Innovative Grants Program. 

All projects funded under the program will be required to report against quantitative key performance indicators developed by the applicants as part of the submission process.

Funding is available for the both major and seeding grants.  The following details the criteria for determining which grant is applicable:

	Category
	Criteria
	Organisation able to apply

	1. Major grant of up to $50,000 (exc GST)

	· Innovative cancer project lead by an ACCHS
· Extension of existing program to obtain greater reach, that has applicability and transferability potentially to other communities
· Innovative partnership project lead by LHD in partnership with ACCHS  

	· ACCHS
· LHD in partnership with ACCHS
· Aboriginal Non Government organisation in partnership with ACCHS

	2. Seeding grant of up to $25,000

	· A local Aboriginal community grant to raise awareness on cancer (this could be a specific type of cancer) this could include promotional information and community information days to include screening or early detection awareness. 

	· ACCHS
· Aboriginal NGO





[bookmark: _Toc312316989]Expression of Interest Evaluation 

Upon receipt, applications will be reviewed for completeness and adherence to submission requirements. Successful applicants will be selected through a competitive process. The Cancer Institute NSW CSI Cross Divisional Grants Review Committee, comprising Cancer Institute NSW staff, a Director of Cancer Services and an independent expert, will meet to evaluate submitted applications. Each EOI will be reviewed and scored according to the relevance of the proposed project to the objectives of the grants program, the feasibility of the project plan and the potential for the generalisation of project findings.

The CSI Cross Divisional Grants Review Committee may call for additional information in order to reach a final outcome. Each Chief Executive/Chief Executive Officer, Director of Cancer Services (or equivalent), and Project Lead detailed in the Expression of Interest will be notified in writing of the evaluation outcome. 





[bookmark: _Toc312316990]Submitting an Expression of Interest

Please use the EOI Template attached to complete your application. Expressions of interest should provide all requested information and be no longer than three pages, excluding diagrams or charts. Information provided in the EOI will form the basis of the review process. 

Original documentation, including a signed covering letter from the Chief Executive / Chief Executive Officer endorsing the application and providing their support is to be provided. Ten copies of all documentation must also be included.

Completed proposals should be marked CONFIDENTIAL. 

Applications must be received at the Cancer Institute NSW by 5pm, 9 April 2012. Faxed, emailed, incomplete or late submissions will not be accepted. 

	Please post to:
Yvonne Weldon
Aboriginal Innovative Grants Program
Cancer Institute NSW 
PO Box 41
Alexandria NSW 1435
	Or deliver to:
Yvonne Weldon
Aboriginal Innovative Grants Program
Cancer Institute NSW
Level 9, 8 Central Avenue
Eveleigh NSW 2015



If you would like to discuss your Expression of Interest, please contact:
Yvonne Weldon
Aboriginal Program Coordinator
Cancer Institute NSW
T: 02 8374 3655
E: yvonne.weldon@cancerinstitute.org.au
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ABORIGINAL INNOVATION GRANTS PROGRAM
Expression of Interest TEMPLATE
CLOSING DATE: 5pm, 9 April 2012
1. Project Title
	Maximum 20 words



 
2. Project Lead 
Insert details of the individual who will lead / manage the project. 
	Title
	
	First Name
	

	Last Name
	

	Organisation
	
	Position
	

	Telephone
	
	Fax
	

	Email
	

	Postal Address
	



3. Project Description
Provide a brief description of the proposed project.
	Maximum 150 words





4. Project Plan
Provide a brief project plan that includes project aim/objectives, project methodology, project milestones (dates) and deliverables (products) of the project. Flow charts or diagrams can be attached if appropriate.
	Maximum 500 words













5. Project Budget
Provide a breakdown of how the grant funds will be spent. 
	Maximum 300 words







6. Administering Organisation Overview 
Provide a brief overview of the organisation who will administer this project, including organisational background, focus and current activities.
	Maximum 100 words





7. Project Team
Provide a list of those who will be working on the project and a brief overview of their qualifications and experience. Please copy complete for each project team member.
	Name
	

	Organisation
	

	Role on project
	Brief explanation of role on project (e.g. Project Coordinator/ Manager, Lead Clinician)

	Qualifications / Experience
	2-3 sentences detailing relevant qualifications and experience



	Name
	

	Organisation
	

	Role on project
	Brief explanation of role on project (e.g. Project Coordinator/ Manager, Lead Clinician)

	Qualifications / Experience
	2-3 sentences detailing relevant qualifications and experience



8. Approval and Sign Off
This EOI requires signed evidence of support from the Project Lead, organisation/s Chief Executive / CEO and Director of Cancer Services (or equivalent).
Project Lead
	Name
	BLOCK LETTERS

	Signature
	
	Date



Chief Executive / Chief Executive Officer <<delete as appropriate>>
	Name
	BLOCK LETTERS

	Signature
	
	Date

	Email
	

	Postal Address
	



Director of Cancer Services (or equivalent)
	Name
	BLOCK LETTERS

	Signature
	
	Date

	Email
	

	Postal Address
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