
1

Birthing Business in the Bush
Project  Report , 2001-2004

How we started…

Talk ing t o Molly about  being a 

researcher together with Sue

How we star ted in 2001…

Talk ing to t radit ional 

landowners and Health Board 

Mem bers

How we started…

Talk ing t o interpreters

The problem … (Molly)

Health pract it ioners need to 
learn how to work with the 

elders in t he com m unit y

Young gir ls not  listening to 
the elders

Older  wom en passing away 
and taking their  stor ies with 

t h em

The problem … (Sue)

Health pract it ioners haven’t  been 
taught  about  Aboriginal ways

Need to learn more about  the 
culture

Need to join Aboriginal knowledge 
and Balanda health knowledge to 

learn to work closer together 
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The problem … (Literature)

Health staff need to understand 
Aboriginal history and culture

Need to learn skills to work 
collaborat ively  with communit ies

Communit ies need to have greater 
part icipat ion in  health care 

planning

Funding applicat ion
Money to employ:  

Co- researchers

Research team

I nterpreters

And pay:
Elders who share their  story 's

Fuel t o dr ive around

Food for  m eet ings

Wom en’s cent re for  work ing there

Resources we developed

Research Aim

To use a par t icipatory 

act ion research process to 

explore what   to do about  

the problem  and how we 

can st rengthen m aternal 

and infant  health 

Nyibir r Biwengancha
( Research)

I t  is important  to talk to all the 
language groups. 

You need to ask around, talk to the 
people and ask them what  is the 

right  thing to do, always ask before 
you do - you t ry ask him  to see what  

he say, what  is that  story. 

We call that  research -
Yimarneyimen Yidjawa wanjh baleh

kahyim e (Kininjku language)

Nyibirr Biwengancha
(Research)

You need to talk to the young 
ones they will t alk to the older 

ones about  it .

I t  is im portant  to f ind out  the 
'proper story ' the 'r ight  story ' we 

call that  'Gun - burral Janguny '
(Burarra language) , you can only 

do that  by talking around, you 
have to walk

Nyibir r Biwengancha
( Research)

Black people coming together with 
Balanda - like the blue water 'Jin -

gungunyja' that  is the black women 
and the red water 'Jin -gungarlcha'

(Burarra language)

That  is what  we call 
Molly and Sue 

working together -
that  is the proper 

way
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The Team

Ethics

Let ters of support :
Malabam Health board

Maningrida Health Centre

Maningrida Council

Bawinanga Women ’s Centre

Bawinanga Aboriginal Corporat ion

Molly Wardaguga

Helen Williams

Ethical Approval
The Top End Hum an Research 

Ethics Com m it tee NT 

The Cent ral Aust ralian Hum an 
Research Ethics Com m it tee 

Universit y of Technology 
Sydney Ethics Departm ent

Consent

Consent  from  all the wom en who 
told their  stor ies

Consent  to use photos

Consent  to place the stor ies in a 
book or on the I nternet

Cultural Secur it y

Com m unity m em bers own and 

cont rol the cultural knowledge

Cultural Consultants

Molly  Wardaguga & Margaret  

Dawum al and the research team
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Talk ing with the older  
wom en…

Talk ing with the research 
team  …

Talk ing with the young 
wom en…

Talking with the 
schoolgir ls …

Checking the  stor ies and 
learning about  t he 

I nt ernet …
With a data projector at  the wom en’s 

centre

Checking the  stor ies and 
learning about  the 

I nternet  …
W it h the com puter  in the 

com m unit y
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Checking the   stor ies with the  
elders …

Making sure we get  ‘t he r ight  story ’

Wom en’s Business

I s it  OK to put  these stor ies on 
the I nternet  and in a book? 

What about  the men?

‘Aboriginal men will not  look at  
it ’

‘We are t rust ing our men on this 
side’

‘They can share the story too’

Wom en’s Business

‘I t ’s about  preserv ing culture,  
you’ve built  up a relat ionship 

of t rust  working with the 
wom en in t he com m unit y  … 

it ’s good for  different  cultures 
around the wor ld to read these 

stor ies … our  own ladies get  
t heir  voices heard ‘

( Maningr ida m an 17.12.04)

Results:  we interviewed 52 women
Percent of Women Interviewed by Language Group

Burarra
36%

Gun-nartpa
10%

Djambarrpuyngu
2%

Djinang
10%

Ndjébbana
13%

Kuninjku / Kuné
6%

Kuninjku
15%

Nakkára
2%

Maung
6%

Resu l t s:
The Book

St or ies f rom  
Maningr ida

Look ing for  
publishers

Results:  The Poster
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Results:  The Website
Results:

The
Guide

soon to 
be used 
by NT 
Health

Keeping the community informed
Art icles in the Manayingkar ir ra Djurrang

Maningr ida com m unit y  newspaper

‘ Molly Tells Medical Conference 
- It's Time to Listen’

Submitted March 
2004

‘ Birth Rights -Sharing Stories’
September October 
November 2003

'Women's Business' June July August 
2003

‘ Women's Centre Business'
September October 
2002

Title  of StoryEdition

When wom en pass away

Talking to the 
fam ilies about  

what  to do

I n the book -
leave the photo in ‘so
they have the memory of 
their relat ives’.

In  th e website – cover
the photo and click to see

Tel l ing  t he st or y  t o m idw iv es,  doct or s and nu r ses at  a Sy dney  con fer ence

What ’s the point? 
You m ob just  don’t  listen Sum m ary

This project  had 
Aboriginal and Balanda 

researchers working 
together, using 

Aboriginal and Balanda 
research m ethods to 

answer the quest ions.
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I ntellectual Property
The website has been located on the 

Maningr ida Arts and Culture website so 

that  the community have cont rol over the 
site and are able to add, update or  

remove sect ions as they wish, or if they 
need to for cultural reasons.

Copyright  remains in the community with 
the Wom en’s Cent re.

When the book is published the copyright  

will remain with the community.


